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Introduction 

Welcome to the Royal Canadian Sea Cadet Program. Your child has joined one of 

Canada’s premier youth organizations. Cadets form a national organization whose 

purpose is to develop in youth the attributes of leadership, engaged and active 

citizenship and physical fitness, all within a safe environment that stimulates an interest 

in the Canadian Forces. More than 10,000 young people aged 12 – 18 in over 200 

communities nationwide enrolled in Sea Cadets. On behalf of the Navy League of 

Canada, the Department of National Defence, and our sponsors and volunteers at the 

local Corps, we would like to welcome you and your children to the Sea Cadet 

program and give you some information about us. 

 

Background 

The Sea Cadet program started in 1910 as the Boys Naval Brigade. Navy League of 

Canada branches across Canada informally supported a youth training program to 

encourage young men towards a seafaring career and gave basic training in citizenship 

and seamanship. In 1942, the Royal Canadian Sea Cadets were established, with King 

George VI as Admiral. 

 

 

Today, Sea Cadets learn about naval traditions through participation in a variety of 

activities on-and-off the water. Sea Cadet training is divided into four phases: 

1. Seamanship 2. Physical Fitness 

3. Sailing 4. Music 

 

These phases are part of the Mandatory Training Program. Also included in the 

training phases are drill, instructional techniques, marksmanship, citizenship and 

leadership skills. Optional training may include communications, powerboat 

handling, boat repair, marine engineering, pilotage or any other maritime-related 

subjects the Corps may teach. 

 

Selected Sea Cadets may be chosen to participate in Tall Ship training, ship 

deployments, summer camp training or international exchanges. The number of 

factors determines who participates in these activities. Further details can be found at 

your local Corps. 

 

Many cadets choose to pursue their interests in all things nautical through a career in 

the Canadian Forces or through post-secondary studies at a community college or 

university, leading to a role in Canada’s maritime industries. The Navy League of 

Canada annually awards Scholarships to serving Royal Canadian Sea Cadets entering 

the first year of University or Community College. Many Sea Cadets also take what 

they learn in the program and apply it to all different types of careers and areas of 

study.  
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The Navy League also offers a Maritime Affairs Scholarship to a Sea Cadet entering 

the first year of University or Community College with a major in Marine 

Engineering, Navigation, Marine Biology or another maritime-related subject. The 

Department of National Defence also offers Scholarships. Each Corps is allowed one 

Scholarship; contact your local Corps for more information. 

 

We are pleased that your child has chosen to join Canada’s premier youth program! 

 

 

The Navy League of Canada 

In 1895, the Navy League was formed in Britain to ensure an adequate naval defence 

for the Empire. Concerned citizens interested in the problems of Canadian ocean 

trade and naval security founded the first Canadian branch that same year in Toronto. 

 

Submissions by The Navy League of Canada to the Canadian Government helped 

formulate the Canadian Naval Services in 1910 – the forerunner of the Royal Canadian 

Navy. 

 

World War I activities included recruiting naval and merchant navy personnel, 

operation of hostels for seamen, provision of services to dependents, and rehabilitation 

of maritime veterans. After the Great War, the boys’ training became formalized 

across the country under the “Boy’s Naval Brigade.” 

 

In 1923, the Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve was established and assisted by 

the Brigade's enrollments. That same year, the name of the Brigade was changed to 

“Navy League Sea Cadets” to permit financial assistance from the Federal Department 

of the Militia. 

 

With the outbreak of World War II, the Navy League opened additional hostels. It 

began providing amenities and clothing for visiting seamen and members of the Royal 

Canadian Navy and the Canadian Merchant Navy. 

 

In 1942, the Royal Canadian Sea Cadets were established, with King George VI as 

Admiral. With the end of hostilities, the Navy League again turned to its primary 

objectives – support of youth training and promoting an appreciation of Maritime 

Affairs. In 1948, the Navy League Cadet Corps was established for younger boys and 

was followed in 1950 by the Navy League Wrenette Corps for young ladies. 

 

Following its Centennial in 1995, The Navy League of Canada plans new and exciting 

initiatives to expand and improve its youth training programs. It can be proud of its 

century of service and confident in its future. 
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The Partnership 

The Royal Canadian Sea Cadet Program is a unique partnership between the 

Department of National Defence and the Navy League of Canada. This partnership can 

be found at all program levels: at the national, provincial, and, most importantly, local 

levels. 

 

A Branch sponsors each Corps. The Branch is comprised of civilian volunteers who 

have various duties such as administration, fundraising, assisting in the operation of the 

Corps, securing facilities for training, assisting in finding suitable adults to act as 

officers and civilian instructors and assisting in the recruitment of cadets. The 

Branch’s funds make possible supplemental optional activities and programs such as 

citizenship trips, scuba and music programs not funded by the Canadian Forces. 

 

Each Corps is staffed by a group of officers, civilian instructors and volunteers under 

the direction of the Commanding Officer (CO). The CO is responsible for the control, 

welfare and training of the cadets and for supervising the operation of the Corps and 

the implementation of the training program. The CO and their team organize the 

training program according to nationally-set standards and implement various weekly 

and weekend training activities. Summer training is also available and is further 

detailed later on. 

 

At the provincial and national levels, the Department of National Defence and the 

Navy League of Canada work cooperatively to provide the necessary structure, 

guidance and resources to support the Corps locally. This includes providing uniforms 

and training for officers and cadets, sailboats for the sailing program, and 

administrative support for Corps and Branches. 

 

Without this unique partnership, the Sea Cadet program would not be as successful as 

it is today. 

 

Cadet Responsibilities 

 

There are expectations for all cadets joining the Sea Cadet Corps. They include: 
 

Attending all training nights, training activities and parades 

 

It is important for cadets to attend all scheduled activities. Cadets who do not 

regularly attend parade nights will fall behind in their training, will not be as 

successful, and could even be released from the Corps. The same applies to weekend 

training. Attendance at special parades such as the Annual Review is critical. If your 

son/daughter has a legitimate reason why he/she cannot attend a Corps activity, you 

are respectfully advised to contact the Corps in advance. 
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Taking part in fundraising activities 

 

Although there is no cost to join a Corps, cadets are expected to participate in 

fundraising activities such as Tag Days. These activities raise the necessary funds to 

help the Corps plan and implement various training activities. 

 

Taking care of the uniform 

 

Each cadet will be issued a uniform when they complete the intake program. It cost 

the Department of National Defence approximately $550 to outfit each cadet. The 

Corps has a fixed budget to purchase uniforms each year. It is critical that the cadet 

takes care of their uniform, keeps it cleaned and pressed and turns it back into the 

Corps when they leave the Corps or outgrow the uniform. Each cadet is given training 

on how to look after the uniform. Extra information is also available from the Corps’ 

Officers. Ask your daughter/son to share this information with you. 

 

Necessary paperwork 

 

There are permission forms for weekend training, summer camp applications, 

information bulletins, training schedules, etc. This information is sent home for you as 

well as the cadet. Parents or guardians ensure that forms are correctly completed and 

returned promptly. 

 

If you have questions about each cadet’s responsibilities and duties, please contact a 

Corps Officer. At some point, you should be provided with a Corps Officer's name 

and contact information. If this does not occur, please get in touch with the Corps. 

 

 

How Can Parents Help? 

You can do a great deal to help your son/daughter become successful in the Sea Cadet 

Program. The most important thing is to show an interest in their success and training 

and to support them during the year. You can help your daughter/son succeed in many 

other ways. These include: 

 

• Helping them organize their after-school schedule so that there will be time for 

Sea Cadets and schoolwork; 

• Reminding them to look after their uniform every week (washing, pressing, 

shining, etc.); 

• Including Sea Cadet activities such as weekend training into the family 

calendar; 

• Trying to avoid conflicts with major activities such as Annual Reviews; 

• Transporting your son/daughter (and maybe their friends) to parade nights and 

picking them up at the end of the night; 

• Encouraging them to participate in Corps teams and activities. The more they put 
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in the Corps, the more they will get out of it. 

 

Promotions 

Promotions in the Sea Cadet Program are based on merit. To be considered for 

promotion, a cadet must first meet specific national standards (attendance, time in the 

previous rank, training levels completed, achievement of minimum standards in 

training evaluations, participating in the Cadet Fitness Assessment). These establish 

the minimum requirements for promotion. Each Corps usually sets additional 

standards for promotion. These can include participation in weekend training and 

Corps teams, dress, drill, deportment, recommendations from Phase Officers and 

results of the Merit Review Board (for CPO2 & CPO1 only). 

 

The Commanding Officer decides to promote a cadet in consultation with other Corps 

staff and Branch members. For more information about promotions, please get in 

touch with the Corps. 

 

Summer Courses 

Each year, hundreds of Sea Cadets may have the opportunity to attend summer courses 

at training centres throughout the country. Courses run two, three, six and eight weeks 

and cover various subjects from basic training to sailing, music, athletic instructor, 

engineering, gunnery and leadership. Senior cadets may also have the opportunity for 

summer employment at the training centres. There is no cost to attend summer 

courses; however, the available spaces are limited. All Cadets engaged in training are 

compensated with a training allowance. 

 

The Commanding Officer establishes a priority list for each summer course. A cadet’s 

position on the priority list is determined by several factors, including the cadet’s age, 

interest and aptitude in the particular course, previous summer training attendance and 

effective participation in local Corps activities. This information assists the Department 

of National Defence Area Cadet Office in making the final decision on which cadets go 

on each course. 

 

Cadets need to fill out an application form for summer courses. These forms are 

usually sent home between January and February, depending on where you live. 

Please take the time to complete the form fully and return it to the Corps promptly. 

 

If you have any questions about summer courses, including application procedures, 

timelines, possible summer course dates or the requested information, please contact a 

Corps Officer. 
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Getting Involved 
 

There are many ways that adults can get involved with the Sea Cadet program at the 

local level. Please get in touch with the Commanding Officer for more information. 

 

• Join the Branch 

 

Each Corps has a Branch. The Branch supports the Corps and is involved 

with fundraising, providing facilities and promoting the Corps’ activities. 

The Branch members usually meet monthly, although some Branches meet 

more often. If you have skills (accounting, fundraising, public relations, etc.) 

that might be useful to the Branch, please contact the Branch President. 

 

• Become a Volunteer 

 

Ask the Commanding Officer if there is a need for volunteers. Some Corps 

use adult volunteers for driving on weekend activities, operating the canteen 

during training nights or for particular activities. 

 

• Become a Civilian Instructor 

 

If you can devote time regularly to the Corps, or if you have special 

skills (seamanship, scuba diving, first aid, etc.), you could become a 

Civilian Instructor. Civilian Instructors are considered part of the staff 

complement of a Corps. 

 

• Become a CIC Officer 

 

The Cadet Instructor Cadre (CIC) are the Canadian Forces Reserves 

members whose primary duties are to instruct cadets. Officers must be able 

to attend regularly (both regular parade nights and weekend activities) as 

well as take training courses offered through the military. CIC Officers 

receive pay, uniforms, and training through the Canadian Forces and are 

eligible for promotion after meeting national standards. 

 

Any adult who wishes to work with Sea Cadets MUST be registered and screened 

by the Branch or Canadian Forces. This process will include a reference check, 

and a criminal records check. 

 

Conclusion 
 

Deciding to join the Sea Cadets is a big step for a young person. As parents, you can 

significantly support your son/daughter as they proceed through the Sea Cadet 

Program. If you have any questions about the information included in this publication, 

please get in touch with the Commanding Officer or the Branch President. They will 
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be able to answer your questions and provide you with additional information about 

Corps procedures, the Sea Cadet program and the Navy League of Canada.  

 

Local Information 
 

Corps Name: 53 Royal Canadian Sea Cadet Corps Barrie (RCSCC Barrie and 

also known as 53 Barrie & Barrie Sea Cadets).  

 

Regular Parade Night/Location: Wednesday Evenings 1800hrs-2100hrs at the Barrie 

Armouries (37 Parkside Drive Barrie, ON) 

 

Alternate Address (used occasionally): Navy League Boathouse 9A Simcoe 

Street Barrie (by the Spirit Catcher). 

 

Corps E-mail Address: 53sea@cadets.gc.ca  

 

Commanding Officer: Capt Rachael Tracey  

 

Branch President: Mrs. Diane Chislett – nlbarriebranch@gmail.com  

 

 


